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NATIONAL JUNIOR HONOR SOCIETY INDUCTEES
Thirty-six students from the 8th grade were inducted into the OVMS Chapter of the National Junior Honor Society on Wednesday, October 26.  Qualifications for the NJHS are high scholastic standing, good character and citizenship, leadership skills, and service to others.  
2011-12 INDUCTEES
Kierstin Allen


Amanda Mazeika

Amy Andre


Alexis Meals

Amanda Aulenbach

Magdelynn Mege

Haley Baus


Sadie Meunier-Bradley
Skyler Bonelli

Carli Miller
Jeremy Chen See

Nichole Millisock

Natalie Colantuono

Connor Pattison

Natalia Distasio

Kaleigh Pelko

Robin Erb


Caitlin Petack

Hannah Fisher

Jeremy Pieja

Alexa Gursky


Celia Porter

Caroline Hannum

Jenna Reed

Taylor Henry


Tyler Sarge

Danielle Knowles

Brandt Schlegel

Jonas Lackey


Marissa Shores

Elizabeth Lower

Katherine Stevenson
Madeline Macdonald

Lauren Trace

Rachel Mathias

Madison Wagner


Congratulations to our new inductees!
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NO DANCE IN NOVEMBER

There is no dance scheduled for the month of November.  The December dance will be held on Friday, December 9, and will be the annual “Dress-Up” dance. Still like dancing in your casual attire? Then be casual and enjoy the night! Parent volunteers are always needed.  Contact Jillian Prout at 610-291-2369, or Deb Wolf at 610-921-9400. 

SCIENCE FAIR REMINDER

Students in 7th & 8th grade science are diligently writing their research reports for their Science Fair projects.  A sheet with due dates and an order form to purchase the back board was given to each student.  Return your back board order by Friday, November 18.
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VETERANS DAY ACTIVITIES

On Friday, November 11, OVMS would like to invite all family, friends, and community members who are Veterans to attend our Veterans Day activities.  Veterans can spend the day with the students and have the opportunity to discuss their service to our country. They can attend the students’ lunch periods where they can display any military memorabilia.  The finale will be an assembly where all Veterans will be honored for their service.  If you would like to participate or have a family member interested in participating, please contact Mr. Broskey at 610-987-4100, ext 2093.
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CELL PHONES WANTED
As part of our Veterans Day recognition, the OVMS is again participating in the Cell Phones for Soldiers program.  The phones are sent to a recycler which pays for each donated phone. Each phone donated provides an hour of talk time to soldiers abroad. Last year we sent 28 phones.  Please donate your old cell phones during the week of November 7 through November 11. Old cell phones can be dropped off in the OVMS Main Office.  When donating, make sure your phone is deactivated and the power off.  Do not include the battery or phone charger.  Your help will enable our troops to call home.
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READERS WANTED

Mrs. Robinson, our librarian, is looking for 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students who love to read.  They will be participating on the Reading Olympics team, competing in the Berks County Competition on April 26, at Twin Valley Middle School.  Meetings will be held in the library during lunch on the following dates:  November 3 & 17 and December 2 & 16. Attend the next meeting or see Mrs. Robinson in the Library to join the team.
NEWS FROM OUR GUIDANCE
COUNSELORS

BCTC Tour
The students in 8th grade will be touring the Berks Career and Technology Center on Thursday, December 1.  This tour gives our students an opportunity to explore some of the many career options available.  It also allows them to discuss career trends and the post-secondary educational requirements for success in many fields.  We will be sending the students in two groups, one in the morning and one in the afternoon.  A permission slip will be coming home with your child during the month of November.
Red Ribbon Week
During the week of October 24 through October 28, students participated in numerous Red Ribbon activities.  The theme for this year was "Don’t Let Drugs Pollute Your Mind".   On Monday in homeroom, students signed a pledge to be drug free and received a color-changing pencil.  Tuesday at lunch, students received drug free bracelets and pins.  Red food was served in the cafeteria on Wednesday.  Students, faculty, and staff were asked to wear red clothing on Thursday.  Friday was “Team Up Against Drugs”.  Students wore their favorite team jersey.  Thank you to all the students, teachers, and parents for all their support in making Red Ribbon Week a success!
PTSO HAPPENINGS
PTSO FALL FUNDRAISER
Make sure you return your Nature’s Vision and Reppert’s Candy fundraising orders by November 9.  All checks should be made payable to OVMS PTSO.  You can pick-up your orders on Thursday, December 8, from 3 – 7 pm, in the MS Cafetera.  
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SPIRIT WEAR 
There are a few extra Bodek T-Shirts and Fuchsia Hoodies available for purchase.  If you are interested in purchasing either or both of these items, please contact Phyllis Miller @ 610-921-8253 or Pabby28@comcast.net.

Pick-up of Spirit Sale orders will also be on Thursday, December 8, from 3- 7 pm, in the MS Cafeteria.  Orders not picked up will be sent home the next day with the student.
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PHEASANTLAND  SKATE NIGHT
The next Skate Night will be held on Wednesday, November 9, from 6 - 9 pm.  Cost will be $5 with an additional $1 for skate rental.  All students are welcome to enjoy a night of skating with their friends!
6th GRADE AFTER-SCHOOL ACTIVITY

SAVE THE DATE – MARCH 1, 2012 

“ON THE BOARDWALK” FUN WILL BE HELD FROM 2:30 TO 5 PM.

VOLUNTEERS PLEASE CONTACT DEB WOLF AT 610-921-9400 OR EMAIL DWOLF@WOLFTREE.COM
PTSO MEETINGS
The PTSO invites all parents and students to become active in PTSO.  Meetings are held the third Wednesday of each month.  Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 16, 7 pm, in the MS Library.
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COOKIE MIX IN A JAR FOR SALE

The Oley Valley Middle School Life Skills Class is selling Cookie Mix in a Jar, as a fundraiser to support their community-based instruction trips throughout the school year. You can purchase either Chocolate Chip or Oatmeal Raisin at $10 per jar. Orders can be placed by contacting Jenn Bechtel at 610-987-4100, ext 4107, after 2:20 pm, or by emailing her at jbechtel@ovsdpa.org.  Deadline for orders is November 4. 
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MUSIC ASSOCIATION FUNDRAISERS
Looking for holiday gift ideas?? The Oley Valley Music Association is holding a Reppert’s Candy and SCRIPS gift card fundraiser through November 18.  No need to fight traffic or wait in long lines in stores or restaurants; you can relax at home and support the music programs
at the same time.  Order candy or gift cards from any student in band, chorus, and strings, or by downloading a form on the OVMA website:  www.freewebs.com/ovma.  Order forms must be returned by November 18 to Mrs. Powlus, Mrs. Simpson, or Mrs. Shearer in the front office.  Pick-up for candy and gift cards is Saturday, December 10, from 8:30 – 10:30 am, in the HS Cafeteria.  Questions, contact Mary Anne Stahl at 610-987-0550 or Jen Miller at 610-944-6071.
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OLEY VALLEY ATHLETIC BOOSTERS

Enjoy eating breakfast out on a Saturday morning? Then this fundraiser is for you! The Oley Valley Athletic Boosters are holding an Applebee’s Flapjack Fundraiser Breakfast on Saturday, December 17, from 8 – 10 am, at the Applebee’s located at 5600 Perkiomen Avenue, Reading.

ATTENDANCE REMINDER

With the cold and flu season just around the corner, please remember to complete an absence excuse for your student to bring to the office when they return from an absence.  Doctors notes are required after three (3) days of absence.

Attendance checks of students who are absent will be made through telephone calls to the parents or guardians of students.  When your student is absent, please call the office (610-987-4100, ext 4498) to report your child absent.

Remember to use the Homework Hotline for homework if your child is absent 1 or 2 days.  On the 3rd day, homework will be collected from the teachers upon your request.

Parents or students will be able to enter the MS until 6 pm to retrieve books and folders.  
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IMPORTANT DATES FROM THE

MUSIC DEPARTMENT

The 6th Grade Band and the Select Chorus will be performing at the Veterans Day assembly on November 11.
The Holiday Concerts will be held as follows:

Orchestra and 7th & 8th Grade Concert Band
Friday, December 16, 7 pm

MS Choral Ensembles & 6th Grade Concert Band
Tuesday, December 20, 7 pm

Mark your calendar so you do not miss these important MS events. 
STUDENT COUNCIL NEWS

The members of Student Council would like to thank everyone who contributed coats to the Coats for Kids Drive held during the month of October.  The MS is proud to donate more than 200 coats to the Salvation Army.
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