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SPIRIT WEAR SALE
Order forms for the purchase of Spirit Wear were distributed at Open House.  Additional forms are available on the table in the MS Lobby.  Orders for all Spirit Wear items are due on October 12.  Questions on sizes and orders should be directed to Phyllis Miller at 610-921-8253 or pabby29@comcast.net.  You can pick-up your Spirit Wear orders on Thursday, December 8, from 3  - 7 pm, in the Middle School.  Orders not picked up will be sent home with your student on December 9.
[image: image17.png]



WE WANT YOU!!!

The Middle School Excellence Committee is looking for new members.  Any parent or student looking to help make the Middle School a better place for learning should contact Mr. Bagenstose, at x4115. Meetings will be held on November 17, January 12, March 15, and May 10, from 2:30 pm to 3:20 pm.   The Committee also funds rewards for students who participate in the monthly Reading Celebration, Homework Club, and various student incentive programs. Funding for these programs comes from the Excellence Committee Flea Market,

held the first Saturday in February.  Take time out of your busy schedule to bring new ideas and faces to this active MS committee.
SCHOOL STORE
The PTSO-sponsored School Store will officially open on October 7.  Other school store dates will be November 4, December 2, January 6, February 3, March 2, April 13, and May 11.  Most items cost between 50¢ and $2.  School store is held during lunch in the hallway outside the cafeteria. 
OVMS AFTER-SCHOOL INTRAMURALS
The first After-School Intramurals will begin on Monday, October 24.  Intramurals are open to all Middle School students. You may sign up for either the first session, which runs from October 24 to November 21, or the second session, which runs from February 13 to March 9, or both.   The program runs from 2:35 pm until 4:00 pm and is held in the MS Gymnasium.  Students must have their parents complete a permission slip.  The sign-up sheet, permission slip, and a schedule of intramural days is located on the table outside the Guidance Office.  Sign up today for some after-school fun and exercise!
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MIDDLE SCHOOL DANCES

The next 7th & 8th grade dance is scheduled for Friday, October 21, from 7–9:30 pm in the Cafeteria. This dance will be sponsored by the OVMS Student Council. Students may wear school-appropriate Halloween costumes.   The cost for the dance is $5.00. Students in Halloween costumes will receive a ticket for a free soda.  Please remember the school dress code applies.

MILLER KEYSTONE BLOOD DRIVE
The Oley Valley School District will be hosting a blood drive on Tuesday, October 11, 2011, from 2 – 5 pm, in the MS Cafeteria.  You can set up an appointment by contacting Karen Shearer, at 610-987-4100, ext 4308 or

emailing kshearer@ovsdpa.org.  This blood drive is open to Oley Valley School District faculty, staff, students, residents, and anyone else who would like to donate blood.  So tell your friends and neighbors.  The Oley Valley School District’s participation is very important.  It shows our commitment to saving lives and supports the patients in our community.  Give a pint!
MUSIC ASSOCIATION FUNDRAISERS
The Oley Valley Music Association will be holding a Schwan's Truckload Fundraiser in conjunction with the Oley Halloween Parade on Saturday, October 15.  Order forms are available on the OVMA website, in the MS Lobby, or from your music teacher.  Pre-orders are due on October 5. Pick-up will be 11:30 am - 2:30 pm at the Fairgrounds/ Firehouse parking lot.  Items can also be purchased the day of the sale.  If the parade is canceled,
pick-up will be at the HS in the Band Room Lobby. If you have any questions, please contact Mary Anne Stahl at 610-987-0550. 
Join the Music Association for an Applebee’s Flapjack Breakfast on Saturday, October 22, from 8 – 10 am, at 5600 Perkiomen Avenue,

Reading.  Ticket forms are available from any music student or by contacting Jen Miller at
610-944-6071. Orders are due on or before October 5.

Check out our ongoing and upcoming fundraising opportunities on our website www.freewebs.com/ovma/.
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IMPORTANT DATES FROM THE

MUSIC DEPARTMENT

Our 7th & 8th Grade MS Band will be participating in the Oley Halloween Parade on Saturday, October 15.  Students should report at to the parking lot of Friedens UCC on Main Street by 12:30 pm with their instrument.
The 7th & 8th Grade MS Band will also be leading the Elementary Halloween Parade on October 28, beginning at 9 am.

The Holiday Concerts will be held as follows:

Orchestra and 7th & 8th Grade Concert Band
Friday, December 16, 7 pm

MS Choral Ensembles & 6th Grade Concert Band
Tuesday, December 20, 7 pm

Mark your calendar so you do not miss these important MS events. 
PTSO NEWS
PTSO FALL FUNDRAISER
Our fall fundraiser will be held from October 21 through November 9.  Money raised from our fundraisers will be used to support special activities and field trips during this school year.  Students will receive a Natures Vision Packet during school on October 21.  Natures Vision catalog promotes “Fundraising for a Greener World” and includes a wide variety of quality and affordable environmentally themed products.  Orders will be delivered and ready for pickup at the MS on Thursday, December 8, from 3 – 7 pm.
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PHEASANTLAND SKATE NIGHT

The next PTSO skating party at Pheasantland Skating Rink is on Wednesday, October 12, from 6 – 9 pm.   Cost to skate is $5.00, plus rental charges.   Bring a friend!

PTSO MEETINGS
The PTSO invites all parents and students to become active in PTSO.  Meetings are held the third Wednesday of each month.  Our next meeting will be held on Wednesday, October 19, 7 pm, in the MS Library.

6th GRADE AFTER-SCHOOL ACTIVITY

SAVE THE DATE – MARCH 1, 2012 

“ON THE BOARDWALK” FUN WILL BE HELD FROM 2:30 TO 5 PM.

VOLUNTEERS PLEASE CONTACT DEB WOLF AT 610-921-9400 OR EMAIL DWOLF@WOLFTREE.COM
PTSO DANCES
Listed below are the dates for the PTSO- sponsored dances and the themes for each dance.  Volunteers are always needed.  Contact Deb Wolf at 610-921-9400 or email dwolf@wolftree.com.

December 9 – Christmas Formal Dance

January 20 – Chinese New Year Dance for 6th 

                       Grade

March 16 – St. Patty’s Dance

May 11 – “See You in September” Dance
MARK YOUR CALENDAR!!!

You are invited to an Applebee’s Flapjack Fundraiser Breakfast to support the Oley Valley Athletic Boosters.  The fundraiser will be held on Saturday, December 17, from 8 – 10 am, at the Applebee’s located at 5600 Perkiomen Avenue, Reading.
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WELCOME TO THE MIDDLE SCHOOL

The Middle School has added several new faculty and staff members over the summer.  We are glad they are here!
Ms. Alicia Howard
Ms. Howard is the new MS Counselor for students with the last names starting with the letters A-L.  She grew up in York, PA, but has many relatives in Berks County.  Her BS in Psychology was granted from York College of PA.  She received a Master of Science degree in Elementary and Secondary Counseling from McDaniel College.  Her previous employment was at York Hospital/Wellspan Behavioral Health, where she was Mental Health/ Substance Abuse Crisis Counselor in the emergency room.  Ms. Howard enjoys spending time with her fiancé, friends, family, and her dog, Ruger.  Her hobbies include reading and shopping. She is extremely excited to be here at OVMS working with the students!
Mrs. Jennifer Sciple
Mrs. Sciple is the long-term 7th grade Math replacement for Mrs. Rubright.  Originally from Wisconsin, she received her BS in Chemical Engineering and MS in Food Science  from UW-Madison.  Her PA certification in Math and Chemistry was granted from Albright College.  Previously, she worked for M&M/Mars, Ladyfingers Quilt Shop, and was a long-term substitute math teacher at the HS.  In addition to her husband, she has a son, J. R., a daughter Jocelyn, three cats and a dog.  She is the co-leader of her daughter’s girl scout troop, enjoys reading, knitting, quilting, playing piano, and gardening.  Welcome to the MS!
Mrs. Tanya Davis
Mrs. Davis is a part-time Teacher Aide in the 7th grade Learning Support class and the Autistic classroom.   She is a graduate of Wilson High School and Millersville University, where she received a degree in Art Education.  Mrs. Davis is married and has three children who attend the Oley schools:  Madison, Morgan, and Lauren.  She has a business Maddie-Pattie Greetings, a little bear she created while on maternity leave with her oldest daughter.  In her spare time, she loves crafting, antiquing, going to all the soccer and field hockey games, and having fun with her family. 
Miss Ren Ying
Once again, though the BCIU,  the Oley Valley School District is fortunate to be a recipient of a teacher from China.  Miss Ying is teaching Chinese to our 6th and 7th grade students.  Her English name is Jessica and she is a post graduate student at Wuhan University.  She is studying to become a Master of Teaching Chinese to Speakers of Other Languages.  In her spare time, she likes music, traveling and photography.  She has traveled to 32 provinces/municipalities in China, as well as  to India and Japan.  By participating in this program, she hopes to promote a mutual understanding between China and other countries via the instruction of the Chinese language.  
The Middle School would like to welcome back Mrs. Anne Nigrini, who is teaching 7th grade Geography and 8th grade American Foundations.

Congratulations to Mr. Matt Broskey who is now the Assistant Principal for the Elementary and Middle School.  Mr. Broskey previously served as the Dean of Students for the Elementary and Middle School.

We welcome Chris Stofko, School Psychologist, to the MS.  His office was previously located in the Elementary.

We welcome to the MS family Jenson Rubright, son of Mrs. Nina Rubright and her husband, Jason.  Jenson was born on June 2.  Mrs. Rubright will be on a family leave until December.
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